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What is a WAG? 

• A group representing interests in the 

watershed having a stake in the way water 

quality is managed 

• An opportunity for public involvement 

• An integral part of the TMDL process 

• WAG input is important in TMDL 

development and implementation 



Role of the WAG 

• Advise about matters of concern to the community 
 

• Help educate residents about water quality issues 
 

• Help identify contributing pollution sources  
 

• Assist in dividing pollutant reduction allocations  
 

• Recommend specific actions to control pollutant sources 
 

• Help develop a strategy to meet the water quality targets 
identified in the TMDL 

 

• Implement the strategy by organizing and prioritizing 
projects in the watershed 

 



Watershed Advisory Groups 

• Lower Boise Watershed Council 

• Snake River Hell’s Canyon WAG 



Who Serves on a WAG? 

• Balanced representation of watershed interests  
– Agriculture 

– Mining 

– Forest products 

– Livestock 

– Water-based recreation 

– Point source dischargers 

– Local government 

– Land management and regulatory agencies 

– Environmental interests 

– Citizens-at-large 

– Others??? 



Time Commitment 

• TMDLs average 2 years to develop 

• WAG may meet only once every few 

months 

– More frequently during critical decisions (e.g. 

load allocations, document review)  

• WAG involvement continues through the 

implementation phase 



Does the WAG make a difference? 

• TMDL’s are directly impacted by the WAG 

– WAG recommendations incorporated to the degree possible 

• A TMDL with community support is more like to succeed 

 



 


