
The Nez Perce Tribe and its 
Fisheries 

“Our fate and the fate of the fish are linked.” 
 

Dan Landeen and Allen Pinkham, Salmon and His People  



Nez Perce Treaty Fishing Rights 
And Fish Harvest 



 “cycle consists of specific times of 
the year for fishing for salmon, 
digging camas and other roots, 
hunting the game, …[this] economic 
cycle can generally be summarized 
as ten months salmon fishing and 
two months berry picking, with 
hunting most of the year” 
 

 “that salmon fishing was one of the 
major sources of subsistence since 
the main rivers through the area, 
which include the Snake, the 
Clearwater, the Salmon, and their 
branches, were well supplied with 
this fish in aboriginal times” 

     
 Nez Perce Tribe  v. United 
 States, 1967 (Indian Claims 
 Commission) 
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 Governor Stevens assures 
Chief Looking Glass: 
“….Looking Glass knows 
that he can catch fish at 
any of the fishing 
stations 

 Rivers within Nez Perce 
Country contained the 
“best fisheries on the 
Snake River” 



    The exclusive right of taking fish 
in all the streams where running 
through or bordering said 
reservation is further secured to 
said Indians; as also the right  of 
taking fish at all usual and 
accustomed places in common 
with citizens of the 
Territory…(12 Stats. 957, 
Article 3).  Treaty of 1855.  



Reality of Reduced Fish Runs & 
Fish Harvest 



 Tribal contemporary fish consumption is 
fraction of what it was historically 

 This in part due to decline in fish abundance 
and productivity 

 Tribal harvest activities have been affected by 
changes in fish abundance, changes in 
geographic area where fish return to, and wide 
range of challenges or conflicts that affect our 
ability to catch fish 
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 Council is to “protect, mitigate and enhance” fish 
and wildlife affected by the dams 

 NPCC provided some information concerning 
aboriginal use of fish for Nez Perce 
 6,000 tribal members 
 Fish constituted “a considerable part of the food supply” 
 300 lbs. per capita – June to October (from Walker 1967) 
 Fish species: sockeye, chinook, steelhead, cutthroat trout 

 Also included “Magnitude of Aboriginal Catch in 
Columbia Basin Before 1850” 

 

 (Source: Compilation of Information on Salmon and Steelhead 
Losses in Columbia River Basin, 1986) 







Fish Populations 

All Snake River Salmon and 
Steelhead populations 
ESA Listed … or extirpated 

 32 spring/summer Chinook 
populations (Clearwater 
extirpated/reintroduced) 

 1 fall Chinook population  

 24 steelhead populations  
 1 sockeye population  
 Coho – 

extirpated/reintroduced 
 Lamprey – life support 
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(Source: DFRM 2013-2028 Management Plan, 2014) 
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